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COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 1754.4

Subj: Interagency Agreement between the U. S. Coast Guard and the
Office of Human Development Services, Department of Health
and Human Services

1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this instruction is to provide information to Coast Guard Family
Support personnel such as Family Program Administrators (FPA's), Family Advocacy
Representative (FAR's), and unit Commanding Officers on specific family support programs
managed by the Office of Human Development Services' Administration for Children, Youth,
and Families.

2. APPLICATION. The information in this instruction applies to all active duty and retired
Coast Guard members and their dependents.

3.  DISCUSSION.

a.  The Coast Guard signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Office of
human Development Services on 9 May 1988 to increase the scope and effectiveness of
human service programs available to Coast Guard families and to improve our
members' access to these programs, which are available to every Coast Guard district.
The focus of the MOU is on the improvement of family support services to Coast
Guard families without the need for new Federal funds.

b.  There are four major program areas under which services can be utilized by Coast
Guard members and their dependents:

(1) Head Start. Children of Coast Guard employees with special needs and those
whose families meet the income requirements are eligible to attend Head Start
programs. In addition to providing a comprehensive program of education,
health, nutrition, and social services components, Head Start provides education
programs for parents of children enrolled covering a variety of topics including
child development, advocating for their children, communication, discipline,
stress management, meal planning, and financial management. Screening for
special needs children can be arranged by contacting the local or regional Head
Start program.
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3. b. (2) Runaway and Homeless Youth. These services can be used for Coast Guard
dependents in crisis or at-risk situation. Includes emergency crisis intervention
services and 340 Federally-funded shelters for runaway homeless youth, follow-up
services, family counseling, access to community resources, toll-free hotlines, and
education/prevention programs.

(3) Children's Bureau. Provides national family abuse data for reference and/or
analytic purposes. Includes the National Center for Child Abuse and Neglect,
which collects and disseminates information on child abuse and domestic violence
and coordinates services between local child protective service agencies.

(4) Adoption Opportunities. Includes funded projects for the recruitment and training
of families to adopt special needs children, post-placement adoption services, and
National Resource Centers for Special Needs Adoption. Provides Federal
assistance on behalf of eligible children needing foster care.

4.  PROCEDURES. To initiate services from the Office of Human Development (OHD),
commanding officers, FPA's, FAR's, or individual Coast Guard members should contact the
OHD office in their area. See enclosure (1) for contact information.

5. ACTION. Area and district commanders, commanders of maintenance and logistics
commands, unit commanding officers, and Commander, CG Activities Europe, shall ensure
widest dissemination of this instruction.

/s/ T. T. MATTESON
Chief, Office of Personnel
and Training
Encl: (1) Offices of Human Development Services
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